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Empress) have not yet got the ease and polish of manner of the
West.' i

But he had satisfied his curiosity, and that was what
he went for. Various excursions followed, among them
Matsushima and Kamakura to see the famous statue of
Buddha, which the Maharaja found to be smaller than the
one at Nara. By this time all was going well; the Gover-
nors no longer had excuses; the magic key of the Embassy
report had opened the doors of Japanese courtesy. The
Maharaja gave a farewell dinner-party to Japanese officials,
and made a short speech; on the ist June he took a
cordial farewell of Sir Claude and Lady Macdonald as well
as of the officers of the Japanese Government, and at
Yokohama of Viscount Inaba, who was in attendance up
to the last moment on behalf of the Imperial Government.

VII

The Pacific behaved as a well-conducted ocean should.
Honolulu was reached without adventure. The Maha-
raja landed and drove about the island, which struck
him as 'beautiful with its smooth green lawns and palms,
and other foliage besides its wooden villas'. But there was
no time to see much. The ship moved on, and on the
iyth June dropped anchor in San Francisco harbour. The
Maharaja's first experiences were not prepossessing. He
was pestered by a crowd of inquisitive newspaper reporters
who annoyed him with 'worthless questions', and who
seemed to him vulgar and mannerless, in search of
sensational news to be served up to a sensation-loving
public, and while pretending to dislike or to despise
social distinctions, in their hearts adoring nothing so
much as a Raja. He put them off, gave them an appoint-
ment at the hotel, and was relieved when only three of
the more respectable appeared, the rest having thought
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